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THE CURIOUS, ELUSIVE and PERPLEXING PASTIME WASHING MACHINE
By Lee Maxwell

April 30, 2014

At the Jasper County Museum in Newton, Iowa is displayed history’s most publicized washing machine.
The decal on the machine reads, “Pastime Mfg. by The Maytag Company Newton, Iowa.” Sitting in front
of the machine is an ornate cast brass plaque which reads, “1907 First Maytag Washer Horizontal
Flywheel.” Myriad newspaper and magazine articles, advertisements, brochures, books, and internet
sites aver that the first Maytag was a Pastime manufactured in 1907. The purpose of this article is to
scrutinize, and to sort fact from fiction from some of that which has been published about the Pastime.
Assumed herein is that the Parsons Hawkeye Manufacturing Company, in which Fred Maytag was a
partner, began producing the Pastime washing machine in 1907. In December 1909 Fred Maytag, after
having purchased all the shares in the Parsons Hawkeye company, incorporated the Maytag Company
succeeding the Parsons Hawkeye Company. Then the Maytag Company reportedly continued
production of the Pastime. To clarify semantic issues we distinguish the two machines by calling one the
“Parsons Pastime,” (the machine produced by the Parsons Hawkeye Company prior to December 1909)
and the other machine (that was purportedly produced by the Maytag Company subsequent to
December 1909) as the “Maytag Pastime.”
The history of the Maytag Pastime has been seriously distorted by zealous advertising. Puzzlements with
regard to the Pastime have been found which make the washer even more mysterious. The “Maytag
Pastime” is perhaps not a myth but its very existence needs yet to be more convincingly demonstrated.
The material garnered in support of this thesis is presented in a chronological manner according to
event or publication date. Explanatory notes and editorial comments are interlaced into the chronology.
Note: Brackets,{}, around the date(s) indicate there is a corresponding appendix with supporting
material.
{1901-1902} The Bureau of Labor Statistics, for the State of Iowa, report for 1901-1902 lists the Hawkeye
Washing Machine Company of Newton, but makes no mention of any washer produced by the
company. No evidence has been discovered which connects the Hawkeye Washing Machine Company
either to the Hawkeye washer shown below, or to the Pastime washers discussed herein.
{1907-1909} A brochure, Fig.1, believed to have been printed sometime between 1907 and 1909,
illustrates The Hawkeye Washer produced by the Parsons Hawkeye Mfg. Co. of Newton, Iowa. The decal
on the machine, Fig.1, reads, “Hawkeye, Parsons Hawkeye Mfg. Co., Newton, Iowa.”
The Hawkeye washer, pictured in the brochure, is, except for very minor variation, the same machine as
the Pastime washer manufactured by Parsons Hawkeye. The reason that Parsons Hawkeye produced
essentially the same machine labelled with different names is not known. The brochure is the only
information which has been found related to the Hawkeye washer.
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Figure 1: Hawkeye Washer
{1907} The March 1907 issue of the “Barrel and Box” trade magazine indicates that the Iowa Washing
Machine Company, of Des Moines, Iowa, filed papers of incorporation. It is shown below that the
patent issued for the Pastime washing machine was assigned to the Iowa Washing Machine Company.
This company is reported by Thomas Blaisdell [1] to have been established for the purpose of holding
and leasing patents.
{1908} The Farm Implement News, Vol. XVIII lists the Parsons Hawkeye Mfg. Co., of Newton, Iowa, as
manufacturing the Pastime washing machine. No picture of the Pastime is given.
1907-1909: A picture, Fig. 2, of a boy standing with a Pastime washer, having a decal which reads,
“Pastime Mfg. by Parsons Hawkeye Company Newton, Iowa,” appears in the book by Hoover and
Hoover [2], p. 86. A date is not given but it is assumed that the photograph was produced sometime
before the Parsons Hawkeye Company ceased to exist in December 1909.
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Figure 2: Parsons Hawkeye Pastime
{1909} The Farm Implement News Buyers Guide Vol. XIX, 1909, lists the Parsons Hawkeye Mfg. Co. of
Newton, Iowa as having the Pastime washing machine as a product.
There are no records which indicate how many Pastimes the company made. From the small amount of
advertising that has been found it seems they were marketed primarily in Manitoba and the upper
central states of the US.
Decals from different Pastime washers are shown in Fig. 3. One of these Parsons Hawkeye Pastimes is
owned by a Maytag collector and the other by folks in Canada. These two Parsons Hawkeye machines
are shown in Appendix 1909a.

Figure 3: Parsons Hawkeye Decals
The decals, Fig. 3, of the two machines appear to be consistent with the decal on the machine with the
boy, shown in Fig. 2. Neither of the tubs of these two Parsons Hawkeye Pastimes has been restored and
the decals are authentic.
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1909 December 11: On December 11, 1909 Fred Maytag purchased the shares of his partners (who he
had been in business with since 1893) in the Parsons Band Cutter and Self Feeder Company and the
Parsons Hawkeye Company and both companies were, at that time, succeeded by the Maytag Company.
The specific date of December 11, 1909 when the Maytag Company came into existence (when the
Parsons companies ceased to exist) is given in Moodys Manual [3].
Shown in Fig. 4 is an announcement of the new Maytag Company which appeared in the December 29,
1909 issue of “Farm Implements”, Vol. XXIII No. 12, pg. 41.

Figure 4: Announcing The Maytag Company

Before December 11, 1909 it would have been very unlikely for a washing
machine, the Pastime or any other, to bear a decal showing the Maytag
Company to have been the manufacturer because the company did not exist.
The December 29, 1909 announcement, Fig. 4, includes a line which states that the Pastime is among
the products manufactured by the new Maytag Company. Linking the words Maytag and Pastime
became legitimate only after Maytag succeeded the Parsons companies.
{1909 December 16} William J. Schoonover, of Des Moines, Iowa, filed on Dec. 16, 1909 with US Patent
Office an application for a patent “Gearing for Washing Machines.” The filing date was just 5 days after
the Maytag Company came into existence. The patent (996148) was issued on June 27, 1911. The
various mechanical parts, shown in the patent drawings, Fig. 5, look similar to those of the Hawkeye
machine, Fig. 1, and similar to those on all of the known Pastime washers.
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As indicated, on the first page of the patent description, shown in the appendix, the Schoonover patent
was assigned to the Iowa Washing Machine Company of Des Moines, Iowa. See {1907} above and
Appendix {1907}.

Figure 5: Pastime Patent
On the Schoonover patent there is no mention of Howard Snyder (who was the chief designer at
Parsons Hawkeye and later at Maytag) or of the Maytag Company. Snyder, who was awarded many
patents, is credited for much of the development of the early Maytag washing machines that led to the
phenomenal success of the company. It is not known if Schoonover was an employee of either Parsons
or Maytag.
1910: The Farm Implement Buyers Guide Vol. XX, p. 307, shows the Maytag Company to be producing
the Pastime washing machine. There is no picture of the Pastime shown in the Buyers Guide.
1910: When Maytag started to produce the Hired Girl and Model 40 washers (presumably in 1910, but
no assumption is made about which was first) the company used a part numbering system and all of the
cast iron parts for washing machines had the numbers, each preceded by the letter K, embossed onto
them during the metal casting process. In its, ca 1922, Price List of Repairs booklet (a partial page shown
in Fig. 6) Maytag lists K-numbers, K1-K10 which were apparently assigned to the parts of the Pastime.
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It is possible that the K-numbering system was initiated by the Parsons Hawkeye Company sometime
after the Parsons Pastime was initially produced and prior to 1910. Why the numbers are prefixed by
the letter K is a mystery. The price list contains descriptions and prices for the parts K1-K10 but it does
not show the pictures of these parts as it does for many parts numbered K11 and higher.

Figure 6: List of K-Numbers for Maytag washers
The descriptions of the parts K1-K15 given in the Price List accurately describe the parts on Parsons
Pastime machines and the Hawkeye washer. However neither of the Parsons Pastime machines, shown
in Appendix 1909a, have parts with embossed K-numbers. (As a side note: On the Parsons Hawkeye
Pastime, owned by the Canadian folks, the “K5 Shield over gear” has the word “SOAP” along with the
part number W5 embossed on it.)
Of all of the Pastime washers which have been discovered none have any of the numbers K1 through
K14 embossed onto the cast iron parts of the machine and which match the descriptions shown in Fig. 6.
1911: The March 1911 issue of Duns Review, p. 61, indicates the Maytag Company to have the Pastime
washing machine as a product. There is no picture of the Pastime.
1912: An advertisement, Fig. 7, picturing a boy with a Pastime washer appeared ca. 1912 in a Winnipeg,
Manitoba newspaper. (The exact date is not confirmed but ads for dress patterns on the reverse side of
the photo appear in Winnipeg papers in 1912) The decal reads, “Pastime Mfg. by the Maytag Co.
Newton, Iowa.” Also in 1912 the same ad appeared in the February issue of “Thresherman and Farmer”,
a Canadian publication.
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Figure 7: Canadian Advertisement with Pastime
Comparing the picture of the boy with the Pastime from the 1912 paper and the picture of the boy with
the Pastime from the 1907-1909 advertisement, Fig. 8, it appears they are the same except for the
decal. Seemingly, for advertising purposes, after December 11, 1909, the picture of the boy with the
Parsons Hawkeye Pastime was retouched and the decal altered to indicate that the washer was being
manufactured by the new Maytag Company. The boy is the same boy and the washer is the same
washer. So if this particular washer was a Parsons Pastime when the picture on the left was taken it is
still a Parsons Pastime in the picture on the right, but now with a doctored decal.

Figure 8: Same Boy, Same Pastime, Different Decals
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1912-1919: There are a number of Buyer’s Guides, etc., which may be found on the internet, that
indicate Maytag was producing the Pastime washer during the period from 1912 to 1919 however none
have been found to have a picture of the Pastime.
1920: The 1920 issue of Farm Implement News Buyer’s Guide Vol. XXX lists the Maytag Company to be
producing the Pastime washing machine but no picture is shown.
For the entire 1910-1920 decade the newspaper advertising for the Pastime produced by Maytag
appears to be almost non-existent except for the advertisement in the Canadian newspapers, Fig.7. The
only picture of a “Maytag Pastime” which has been discovered, for the 1910-1920 period, is the one in
which the boy is standing by the Pastime, and that is concluded above to have been, in reality, a Parsons
Hawkeye Pastime.
For the decade 1920-1930 there seems to have been little, if any, mention of the Pastime in the
newspapers and no significant reference made to the Pastime in the Maytag company literature.
1931: A 1931 sales brochure for aluminum tub Maytag washing machines shows what appears to be a
retouched photo or a drawing of a Pastime shown in Fig.9 (left side). Notice the decal and its position on
the machine is quite different from other Pastime machines in this article. This illustration has not been
discovered in any publication dated prior to 1931. Another drawing of a Pastime, Fig. 9, right side,
appears in a Maytag Collectors Club publication [5] but the origin of this illustration is unknown.

Figure 9: Illustrations of Pastimes with Maytag Decals

One of the puzzlements encountered in tracking Pastime history is the 1931 rendition of the machine.
This illustration, Fig. 9 (left) has been used in advertising brochures and booklets wherein the longevity
of the Maytag Company is touted. It is not known if this illustration was spawned from an actual
machine, photograph, or other drawing. The decals on the machines of Fig. 9 seem to be unique to
these illustrations and neither decal has been found on any other image of a Pastime.
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1936: The Fred L. Maytag Biography by A. B. Funk, [4], was privately published in 1936. The biography
states (pg. 54); “Since 1907 several models of washers had been produced in a small way. In 1909 a
power washer provided with a pulley to be operated by a belt from an engine was brought out.” Starting
in 1910 Maytag produced two washers, the Model 40 and the Hired Girl, each of which could be belted
to a suitable external power source, even an electric motor. Curiously, in the entire biography authored
by Funk, there is no mention of the Pastime washer.
1946: The Maytag Company produced an advertising postcard which included the sketch of a “1906”
Pastime shown in Fig. 10.

Figure 10: Postcard with 1906 Pastime
1958: Starting January 1958 and lasting for 10 years, the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry
hosted a permanent exhibit, “Tale of a Tub” which was presented by the Maytag Company to
commemorate their 50th year of washing machine production. In Fig. 11 are pictures of the exhibit along
with a clipping from the January 1959 issue of Farmers Weekly showing, as part of the display, a Maytag
Pastime.

Figure 11: Tale of a Tub Exhibit
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It is surmised that Maytag restored two Pastime machines, ca 1957, and put one of them in the “Tale of
a Tub” display. One of these resurrected washers, which now belongs to a member of the Maytag
Collectors Club, is the pseudo Pastime (hereafter referred to as MCC) shown in Fig. 12. The MCC Pastime
is termed “pseudo” as it is equipped with a Plexiglas lid and is missing the gears from underneath the
tub. Note the crank on the MCC Pastime is different from other Pastime machines.

Figure 12: MCC Pastime

The other Pastime, (hereafter referred to as JCM), Fig 13, which was restored ca 1957 is the one that has
been on display in the Jasper County Museum, Newton, Iowa since 1980.
After all this time, since 1958, it is difficult to track where the two enigmatic Pastimes, MCC and JCM,
have been but one scenario which could have occurred is: The Pastime JCM was used, starting in 1958,
in the “Tale of a Tub” exhibit at the Chicago museum until ca 1968 at which time the exhibit was closed.
Then the JCM Pastime was put on display in the newly opened Maytag Historical Center near the
Maytag Company headquarters in Newton, Iowa. Later, in 1980, Maytag donated their collection of
machines to the Jasper County Museum and the JCM Pastime is still there.
The MCC Pastime is more of an enigma. With the Plexiglas lid it would seem to be a good candidate for
the “Tale of a Tub” exhibit but it is not the machine pictured in Fig. 11 (right). Although, if you look at
the washer in Fig. 11 long enough you might agree that it may have a Plexiglas lid. It is possible that the
machine used in the “Tale of a Tub” exhibit was made using parts from both the JCM and the MCC
Pastimes. Then when the exhibit was closed the two machines were put into the condition in which they
are today.

11

Figure 13: Jasper County Museum (JCM) Pastime
Close examination of the MCC and JCM Pastimes, noting the condition of the wood, cast iron parts,
paint and other features of these machines including the decals, leads to the conclusion that both
machines underwent major restoration, probably at the same time. The amount of restoration work
that has been done on these two machines precludes determining when they were manufactured.
Neither machine has cast iron parts with K-numbers, K1 through K14, embossed on them. It is curious,
however, that the rack bars (long linear gears on top of the lid) of each machine has a K-number: K : 5
(may be a botched K15) on the MCC Pastime, Fig. 12, and K15 on the JCM machine, Fig. 13. For what
reason the two Pastimes, MCC and JCM, only have rack bars with K-numbers (one different from the
other) can only be wildly guessed and no explanation is proffered here.
Fig. 14 shows more detail of the JCM Pastime and we can make several observations including:
Upper left: The soap residue in the bottom of the tub indicates the tub had been used prior to
restoration. There is a drain hole which has been plugged in the bottom of the tub and a new drain
drilled into one of the wooden slats on the side. The tub was not original with this machine. Calking
material has been used to seal spaces between the wooden slats and such calking would not have been
used on the original tub.
Upper right: Some of the nuts used in the restoration are hexagonal and zinc plated. The original nuts
were square (sometime called burrs) and not plated. There are some plated round head screws. Screws
were not plated on the original machine. The iron angle braces which are fastened between the bottom
of the tub and each of the legs were not original parts of the machine.
Lower left: The bracket plate (which holds all the gears together) on the bottom of the tub has been
broken and then brazed. How, or why, the bracket plate came to be broken is another mystery.

12
Lower right: During restoration the tub was sanded without taking the steel bands off the machine.
There is residue of an older finish visible underneath the bands.

Figure 14: JCM Pastime Restored
Comparing the hand painted decals of the JCM and MCC Pastimes, below, to the decal of the Pastime in
the 1912 ad of the Winnipeg newspaper differences can be noted. The locations of the letters on the
line “The Maytag Company” relative to the large letters of the word PASTIME are different on the 1912
Pastime from those on the JCM and MCC Pastimes. The original decals on these machines would most
likely have been the water transfer kind and not painted as they are now.

Figure 15: Comparing Maytag Pastime Decals
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The booklet “Maytag Conventional Washers—Volume 1” [5] pg.16, comments on the issue of Pastime
decals: “Decal 1907 - 1909---“PASTIME” MFG. by the Parson Hawkeye Mfg. Co. NEWTON, IOWA PATENT
PENDING”. Decal 1909 – 1913--- # 4410 “PASTIME MFG. BY THE MAYTAG COMPANY NEWTON, IOWA
PATENT PENDING.” The source of information about the Pastime decals is not given in the booklet.
However, assuming the information to be correct, it corroborates the opinion that only those Pastime
machines produced after December 1909 would bear a decal showing Maytag as the manufacturer.
Notice that both decals for the Pastime mention “patent pending”. Those words do not appear on any
Pastime decal found to date. Could it be that the “patent pending” is in reference to the Schoonover
patent?
1963: An interesting advertisement, Fig. 16, for a 1963 Maytag automatic washer alludes to the
longevity of the company by including a “1907 Maytag” in a photograph with a woman neatly clad in
vintage (early 1900) attire. It is believed that the photograph of the woman with a “1907 Pastime” is a
hoax since the Pastime in the picture is the same machine currently displayed in the Jasper County
Museum (JCM) Pastime which was believed to have been restored ca. 1958. Another photograph
(shown in Appendix {1963}) of the same lady, in a slightly different pose, is currently on display with the
JCM Pastime.

Figure 16: 1963 Advertisement with Pastime
1983: Marking the end of Maytag wringer washer production, the 1983 advertisement of Fig. 17 pictures
the final wringer washer made by the company and includes the JCM Pastime. You have to wonder if
Daniel Krumm, CEO of Maytag at the time, was positioned, for the photo, in front of the 1907 date in
order to make the hoax less apparent.
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Figure 17: Pastime in 1983 advertisement

Look closely at the Pastime machines pictured in both the 1963 and 1983 advertisements, Fig. 16 and
Fig. 17, and you will see that the Jasper County Pastime, Fig. 13, was used in both photographs. The
pattern of shades on the wooden tub slats is identical in the three pictures. The grain pattern of the
wooden braces, Fig. 18, for the frame on which the wringer is clamped, is identical to the grain pattern
of the wooden braces in the picture with the lady (not so easily seen) and in the picture with Mr.
Krumm. The three patterns of grains match as well as any fingerprints do in a Charlie Chan movie.

Figure 18: Comparing the tubs
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Why would the folks, doing the advertising for Maytag, take such elaborate steps to produce such a
deceptive photograph as used in the 1963 advertisement, Fig. 16? In fact the photo of the girl with the
Pastime is a hoax photograph of a Pastime (which may have been manufactured by Parsons Hawkeye)
which bears a bogus decal. Is this an example of a hoax imbedded within another hoax?
{2000} In the very polished “The Spirit of Maytag” brochure (published ca 2000) the company dedicates
36 pages touting the past successes of the company along with promoting hope for the 21st century. This
brochure, over the next 5 years would become an elegantly poignant obituary. Whirlpool acquired
Maytag and turned Newton, Iowa into a ghost town as far as washing machine manufacturing is
concerned. The Pastime is included in this final Rah-Rah, and once more, in a less than candid way.
Howard Snyder is pictured {See Appendix 2000} along with the famous (or should it be infamous) 1907
JCM Pastime, and the wording on the page makes no mention of William Schoonover.
The well respected artist, P. Buckley Moss, was apparently commissioned by Maytag to paint a number
of the company’s machines including the Pastime, Fig. 19. Notice the decal reads, “The Maytag
Company” and the date is shown as 1907. Another Maytag Pastime hoax has been perpetrated
however, P. Buckley Moss is surely not at fault.

Figure 19: P. Buckley Moss Pastime
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In summary:
Having existed for only 48 years the Maytag Company needed a “time in service extension” if they were
to commemorate 50 years of washing machine production in the Tale of a Tub exhibit which opened at
the Chicago Museum of Science and Technology in 1958. A bogus 1907 Maytag Pastime was assembled
for the occasion and the machine was subsequently used in major advertisements to tout the longevity
of the company. A hoax photograph, showing the fake Pastime and a woman dressed in vintage “1907”
clothing, was even produced. The problematic Pastime, the most publicized washing machine in history,
is presently on display in the Jasper County Museum.
The Pastime washing machine was manufactured by the Parsons Hawkeye Company prior to 1910 and
there exists examples of these machines which are legitimate and which have valid decals.
The Pastime washing machine has been reported to have been manufactured by the Maytag Company
after December 1909 but none have been found which can be validated.
A patent was issued for the Pastime but that patent was assigned to a company not Maytag.
There has been written so much about the “1907 Maytag Pastime” that it is now difficult to set the
record straight. To point out the error in the author’s book, “Save Womens Lives”, [6], there has been
put an appropriate item in the errata list posted on the web site, oldewash.com.
Since nonexistence cannot be proven, closure of some of the issues herein can only come if and when a
legitimate Maytag Pastime is found. Among other attributes, a legitimate Maytag Pastime would
necessarily have the original tub and the original decal.
As a final salute to the first Maytag washing machine the Madhouse Brewery of Newton, Iowa named
one of their ales, “Pastime.” If a Maytag Pastime cannot be found, the ale, Fig. 20, may ultimately have
to be renamed “Hired Girl”, or perhaps “Model 40”, in order to comply with “truth in advertising” laws.
The FTC need not be notified immediately as we need to ascertain which washer was in fact, the first
one to have been manufactured by The Maytag Company.

Figure 20: Pastime
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Should a valid Maytag Pastime be discovered, it would certainly seem appropriate to toast the occasion
with a Pastime.
Any benefit realized by the Maytag Company in deliberately warping the history of the Pastime is moot.
More importantly, debate should focus on the benefit of maintaining an honest history.
Reader input is sincerely welcome, and as new facts become known about the Pastime, this article is
surely amendable.
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Appendix 1901-1902: Bureau of Labor Statistics for the State of Iowa (Showing Hawkeye
Washing Machine Co. Newton, IA)
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Appendix 1907-1909: Brochure published by the Parsons Hawkeye Company showing the
Hawkeye washer.
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Appendix 1907: March 1907 issue of Barrel and Box trade magazine showing incorporation of the
Iowa Washing Machine Company of Des Moines, Iowa.
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Appendix 1908: Farm Implement News 1908 Vol. XVIII showing the Pastime manufactured by the
Parsons Hawkeye Mfg. Co. of Newton, IA.
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Appendix 1909: Farm Implement News Vol. XIX shows the Parsons Hawkeye Mfg. Co.
manufacturing the Pastime washing machine.
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Appendix 1909a:

Two Parsons Hawkeye Pastimes
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Appendix 1909 December 16: Schoonover’s patent description
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Appendix 1910:

Farm Implement news showing Maytag producing Pastime
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Appendix 1920: 1920 Farm Implement Buyer’s Guide showing Maytag making Pastime
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Appendix 1921: Moodys Manual showing Maytag originally incorporated on Dec. 11, 1909
Note: This appendix is not referenced in the text. It is included here to show the actual pages
which are used for reference [3].
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APPENDIX 1963: Another 1963 Photograph

This is a different pose than used for the 1963 advertisement of Fig. 16.
This photograph is displayed in the Jasper County Museum.
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APPENDIX 2000: The Spirit of Maytag brochure, ca 2000
Although it is not explicit, you would get the idea from this page that Howard Snyder invented
the Pastime washer. Neither he nor George Seed are mentioned on the patent documents for
the Pastime.

